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APPG Staying Alive report recommendations  
In January 2018, the APPG on working at height launched an inquiry to investigate why workers fall 
from height, leading to death and serious injury, and to come up with a set of recommendations to 
reduce the overall number of falls. These recommendations are as follows: 

1. The introduction of enhanced reporting without an additional burden, through RIDDOR, 
which at a minimum, records the scale of a fall, the method used and the circumstances of 
the fall. 

2. The appointment of an independent body that allows confidential, enhanced and digital 
reporting of all near misses and accidents that do not qualify for RIDDOR reporting. The data 
collected by this independent body will be shared with the government and industry to 
inform health and safety policy. 

3. The extension of Working Well Together – Working Well at Height safety campaigns to 
industries outside the construction sector. 

4. An equivalent system to Scotland’s Fatal Accident Inquiry process to be extended to the rest 
of the UK. 

5. The creation of a digital technology strategy, to include a new tax relief for small, micro and 
sole traders, to enable them to invest in new technologies. 

6. A major review of work at height culture. This should include an investigation into the 
suitability of legally binding financial penalties in health and safety, funds which could be 
used towards raising awareness and training, particularly in hard to reach sectors. 

Full Article - Staying Alive: Preventing Serious Injury and Fatalities while Working At Height, All-
Party Parliament Group on Working at Height 
 

 
Emerging Technology 
New technological advancements can have huge potentials when it comes to reducing the hazards 
that contractors can face on site and make their day to day lives easier. As falls from heights is still 
the biggest source of fatalities reducing the amount of time that a contractor is up high will also 
reduce the chances of them falling. This has led some contractors and designers to utilise drones for 
the purpose of inspections, site design and planning. By using a flyable drone fitted with a camera 
instead of sending a person up will lower the time spent at heights and remove some of the chances 
to fall. There still may be a need to send someone back up to do maintenance or repairs but they 
will have a much better understanding of what they are facing because of the drones initial 
inspection. 

Related articles: 
https://www.expouav.com/news/latest/drones-inspect-
salesforce-tower-dronehive/ 
https://www.gavop.com/b/drones-real-estate-benefits-
guidelines-and-top-drones-cm919/  
https://www.ehstoday.com/osha/osha-now-using-drones-
inspect-employer-facilities 
 
Drone being used to inspect Salesforce Tower 
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Change in Enforcement Expectations for Mild Steel Welding Fume 
New scientific evidence has shown that exposure to all welding fumes, including mild steel welding 
fumes can cause lung cancer. On top of this there is also limited evidence to suggest it could also 
cause kidney cancer although further investigation is required to prove this.  
 
As a result of this new discovery the HSE has decided that stricter controls are required to protect 
those exposed to these fumes. HSE now requires these actions to be carried out wherever welding 
or exposure to fumes will take place: 

1. Make sure exposure to any welding fumes released is adequately controlled using 
engineering controls (typically LEV). 

2. Make sure suitable controls are provided for all welding activities, irrelevant of duration. 
This includes welding outdoors. 

3. Where engineering controls alone cannot control exposure, then adequate and suitable 
respiratory protective equipment (RPE) should be provided to control risk from any 
residual fume. 

4. Make sure all engineering controls are correctly used, suitably maintained and are subject 
to thorough examination and test where required. 

5. Make sure any RPE is subject to an RPE Programme. An RPE programme encapsulates all 
the elements of RPE use you need to ensure that your RPE is effective in protecting the 
wearer. 

Full Article available at : http://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/mild-steel-welding-fume.htm 

 
Principle Contractor fined more than £800,000 after worker hit by a heavy expanded 
polystyrene block. 
On the 20th of January 2017 workers were constructing a 
piling platform from expanded polystyrene blocks using 
an excavator to lift these into place. The blocks were 
‘secured’ by pinning the block between the excavator 
bucket and the excavator arm. Unfortunately one of the 
blocks slipped from its position and struck a worker in the 
head fracturing three of his vertebrae.  
An Investigation by the HSE found that the correct lifting 
equipment had not been used. Bam Nuttal Limited plead 
guilty to breach of section 2(1) of the health and safety at 
work act 1974. The company was fined £833,333.33, plus ordered to pay the full costs of£ 5,478.22, 
as well as the victim’s surcharge of £170. 
 

Full Article : https://press.hse.gov.uk/2019/06/06/principal-contractor-fined-more-than-800000-
after-worker-hit-by-a-heavy-expanded-polystyrene-
block/?_ga=2.247050756.1055977626.1560154496-
1263796258.1559636287#utm_source=hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=refferal&utm_campaign=press-
channels-push&utm_term=poly-block-fine&utm_content=news-page 
 

Expanded polystyrene block pinned between 
extractor bucket and arm 
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Alliance CDM hopes you enjo0y your summer holidays and stay safe when working at any 
height no matter how high. 
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